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This Milemarkers bibliography includes selected references for conducting community-
based screening programs for identifying those infants, toddlers, or preschool children who 
should receive further evaluations and assessments to determine if they are eligible for early 
intervention or preschool special education. Community-based screening programs are 
designed to reach all children of a certain age and occur in various community locations (e.g., 
community fairs, child-care centers). References to community-based screening practices as 
well as research on community-based screening practices are included.

Conducting community-based screening programs 
that identify children who may be eligible for early in-
tervention or preschool special education is one type of 
child-fi nd activity as part of the Individuals with Disabili-
ties Education Act (1997). Screening programs constitute 
a procedure whereby young children are identifi ed who 
need further evaluations and assessments to determine if 
they are eligible for early intervention or preschool spe-
cial education programs. Community-based screening 
programs are often implemented as collaboratives be-
tween early intervention or preschool special education 
program practitioners and other community programs or 
organizations to identify children at risk for developmen-
tal disabilities or delays. 

This Milemarkers includes selected references on 
basic screening issues and approaches (Bondurant-Utz, 
2002) and specifi c community-based screening pro-
grams and approaches (e.g., Rice, Rider, & Pollard, n.d.). 
Community screening program practices are one type of 
child-fi nd activity (Dunst & Trivette, 2004) that consti-
tutes the focus of research and practice at the Tracking, 
Referral and Assessment Center for Excellence (www.
tracecenter.info).

Community-Based
Developmental Screening Programs

General Developmental Screening Practices

Developmental screening is a process designed to 
identify children who may have a developmental delay or 
disability and require further evaluation. Though screen-
ings may vary, depending on the age of the child, devel-
opmental screenings generally focus on the assessment 
of cognition, communication, motor, social and emotion-

al, self-help, and sensory development. These types of 
screenings can occur in a variety of settings, including, 
but not limited to, community fairs, child-care centers, 
and physician offi ces (Trivette & O’Herin, 2004).

The sources included in this section of the bibliog-
raphy provide information regarding developmental 
screening in early childhood settings including informa-
tion about the rationale for early screening, as well as in-
formation on a variety of early developmental screening 
issues. Other resources specifi cally address the effective-
ness of community screening efforts (Cadman, Cham-
bers, Feldman, & Sackett, 1984) or provide standards 
for conducting screening programs (Kochanek, 1993; 
Wolery, 1989). The American Academy of Pediatrics’ 
Committee on Children with Disabilities (2001) also pro-
vides recommendations regarding early screening prac-
tices.

Appl, D. J. (2000). Clarifying the preschool assessment 
process: Traditional practices and alternative ap-
proaches. Early Childhood Education Journal, 27, 
219-225.

Cadman, D., Chambers, L., Feldman, W., & Sackett, 
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D. (1984). Assessing the effectiveness of commu-
nity screening programs. Journal of the American 
Medical Association, 251, 1580-1585.

Cadman, D., Chambers, L. W., Walter, S. D., Ferguson, 
R., Johnston, N., & McNamee, J. (1987). Evalua-
tion of public health preschool child developmental 
screening: The process and outcomes of a commu-
nity program. American Journal of Public Health, 
77, 45-51.

Glascoe, F. P. (1991). Developmental screening: Ratio-
nale, methods, and application. Infants and Young 
Children, 4(1), 1-10.

Kenny, T. J., & Culbertson, J. L. (1993). Developmental 
screening for preschoolers. In J. L. Culbertson & D. 
J. Willis (Eds.), Testing young children: A reference 
guide for developmental, psychoeducational, and 
psychosocial assessments (pp. 73-100). Austin, 
TX: Pro-Ed.

Kochanek, T. T. (1993). Enhancing screening proce-
dures for infants and toddlers: The application of 
knowledge to public policy and program initiatives. 
In D. M. Bryant & M. A. Graham (Eds.), Implement-
ing early intervention: From research to effective 
practice (pp. 46-66). New York: Guildford Press.

Oehler, J. M., Goldstein, R. F., Carlett, A., Boshkort, M., 
& Brazy, J. E. (1993). How to target infants at high-
est risk for developmental delay. Maternal-Child 
Nursing Journal, 18, 20-23.

Solomon, R., Clougherty, S. L., Shaffer, D., Hofkosh, 
D., & Edwards, M. (1994). Community-based devel-
opmental assessment sites: A new model for pediat-
ric “child-fi nd” activities. Infants and Young Chil-
dren, 7(2), 67-71.

Wolery, M. (1989). Child fi nd and screening issues. In D. 
B. Bailey, Jr. & M. Wolery (Eds.), Assessing infants 
and preschoolers with handicaps (pp. 119-143). 
Columbus, OH: Merrill.

Ysseldyke, J. E., Thurlow, M. L., & O’Sullivan, P. J. 
(1987). The impact of screening and referral prac-
tices in early childhood special education: Policy 
considerations and research directions. Journal of 
Special Education, 21(2), 85-96.

Community Fairs

Community-based developmental screenings of 
young children are frequently conducted as part of collab-
orative health fairs or similar community events. These 
community fairs typically provide practitioners the op-
portunity to screen large numbers of children for a vari-
ety of conditions as well as provide referral information 
concerning available resources and supports. Selected 
references regarding how to conduct community fairs 
(American Academy of Pediatrics, n.d.) and research on 

the effectiveness of community fairs (Bryan, Deveraux, 
York, & Schoh, 1991) are included.

American Academy of Pediatrics. (n.d.). A guide to or-
ganizing and promoting your health fair. Retrieved 
January 24, 2005, from http://www.aap.org/fam-
ily/healthfairkit.htm. 

Bean, J. M., & Hutchinson, P. A. (1996). Kids Health 
Day: One community hospital’s approach to health 
education for families. Patient Education and Coun-
seling, 27, 53-62.

Berghaus, W. C. B., & Graham, J. (1982). Planning 
and conducting a community health screening 
fair: NCCSCE working paper series, [Number 2]. 
Blacksburg, VA: National Council on Community 
Services and Continuing Education. (ERIC Docu-
ment Reproduction Service No. ED224506).

Bryan, J. M., Deveraux, J. M., York, M. L., & Schoh, R. 
J. (1991). How effective are health fairs? Quantita-
tive evaluation of a community health fair. American 
Journal of Health Promotion, 6, 85-88.

Community screening [Sidebar]. In M. A. Yarbrough, 
Step by step: Incorporating developmental screen-
ing into programs and services for young children. 
(n.d.). Chicago: Ounce of Prevention Fund.

Rice, C. A., Rider, L., & Pollard, J. M. (n.d.). Health fair 
planning guide. College Station, TX: Texas A&M 
University, Texas Cooperative Extension.

Tirosh, E., Lechtman, M., Diamond, H., & Jaffe, M. 
(1993). An effective community-based approach 
to the identifi cation of neurodevelopmental delay 
in childhood. Developmental Medicine and Child 
Neurology, 35, 238-242.

Werch, C. E., Schroeder, D. A., & Matthews, L. L. 
(1986). The health fair as a health promotion strat-
egy: Effects on health risk behaviors and the utility of 
specifi c health fair activities. Journal of American 
College Health, 35(2), 74-79.

Child-Development Days

Child-development days are community-based child 
screening and parent education events that are imple-
mented at specifi c times and places in the community 
and are conducted collaboratively with other early child-
hood agencies including schools, early intervention pro-
grams, and human-services agencies (Wright & Ireton, 
1995). These types of screening programs focus on de-
velopmental and health issues in young children and gen-
erally use a variety of strategies to gather screening infor-
mation: parent questionnaires; developmental screening 
through observation of child play; hearing, vision, and 
health screening; and parent-professional discussions of 
children’s development.
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Cooperative Educational Service Agency 10. (n.d.). 
Childfi nd development days home page. Retrieved 
January 25, 2005, from http:..www.cesa6.k12.
wi.us/RSN/Childfind/DevelopmentDays/Home.
html.

Feil, E. G., & Becker, W. C. (1993). Investigation of a 
multiple-gated screening system for preschool be-
havior problems. Behavioral Disorders, 19, 44-53.

Feil, E. G., Severson, H. H., & Walker, H. M. (1998). 
Screening for emotional and behavioral delays: The 
Early Screening Project. Journal of Early Interven-
tion, 21, 252-266.

Feil, E. G., Walker, H. M., Severson, H. H., & Ball, A. 
(2000). Proactive screening for emotional/behav-
ioral concerns in Head Start preschools: Promising 
practices and challenges in applied research. Behav-
ioral Disorders, 26, 13-25.

Serna, L. A., Lamros, K., Nielsen, E., & Forness, S. R. 
(2002). Head Start children at risk for emotional or 
behavioral disorders: Behavior profi les and clinical 
implications of a primary prevention program. Be-
havioral Disorders, 27, 137-141.

Severson, H. H., & Walker, H. M. (2002). Proactive ap-
proaches for identifying children at risk for socio-be-
havioral problems. In K. L. Lane, F. M. Gresham, & 
T. E. O’Shaughnessy (Eds.), Interventions for chil-
dren with or at risk for emotional and behavioral 
disorders (pp. 33-53). Boston: Allyn and Bacon.

Walker, H. M., Severson, H. H., & Feil, E. G. (1995). 
Early Screening Project: A proven child fi nd pro-
cess: User manual. Eugene, OR: Applied Behavior 
Science Press.

Wright, A., & Ireton, H. (1995). Child development days: 
A new approach to screening for early intervention. 
Journal of Early Intervention, 19, 253-263.

Child-Care-Based Screening Programs

General developmental screenings are frequently 
conducted in child-care centers and other early child-
hood settings. Early Head Start (Early Head Start Nation-
al Resource Center, 2000), Head Start (O’Brien, 2001), 
and other programs (Ni Bhrolchain, 2002) are typical 
places where developmental screenings are conducted. 
The reader is referred to a number of resources that em-
phasize standards for quality screening and assessment 
in these environments (Printz, Borg, & Demaree, 2003) 
and research regarding the effectiveness of screening 
practices in child-care settings (Glascoe, Foster, & Wol-
raich, 1997). 

Early Head Start National Resource Center. (2000). 
Developmental screening, assessment and evalu-

ation: Key elements for individualizing curricula 
in Early Head Start programs. Washington, DC: 
Author.

Glascoe, F. P., Foster, E. M., & Wolraich, M. L. (1997). 
An economic analysis of developmental detection 
methods. Pediatrics, 99, 830-837.

Ni Bhrolchain, C. M. (2002). Referral patterns to a dis-
trict child development centre: 25 years experience. 
Public Health, 116, 300-303.

O’Brien, J. (2001, April). How screening and assessment 
practices support quality disabilities services in Head 
Start. Head Start Bulletin(70), Retrieved December 
8, 2003, from http://www.headstartinfo.org/publi-
cations/hsbulletin70/hsb70_07.htm.

Printz, P. H., Borg, A., & Demaree, M. A. (2003). 
A look at social, emotional, and behavioral 
screening tools for Head Start and Early Head 
Start. Center for Children and Families, Educa-
tion Development Center. Retrieved January 24, 
2005, from http://notes.edc.org/CCF/ccfl ibrary.
nsf/aadb9d70967202f085256e130019026d/
4ef7c268ca492cef85256e2f006d178c/$FILE/
screentools.pdf.

Yarbrough, K. W. (n.d.). Step by step: Incorporating de-
velopmental screening into programs and services 
for young children. Chicago: Ounce of Prevention 
Fund.

Summary 

 Practitioners responsible for child-fi nd activities have 
at their disposal a number of options for conducting com-
munity-based developmental screening programs to iden-
tify infants, toddlers, and preschool children who are po-
tentially eligible for early intervention or preschool special 
education. This Milemarkers includes selected references 
to practice descriptions and research on the characteris-
tics of community-based developmental screening pro-
grams that can be used to identify children who should 
receive further evaluations and assessments to determine 
their eligibility for early intervention or preschool special 
education services.
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